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In 2006, The Hope & Heroes Awards were created from an alliance with Mercy Hospital Clermont Department of Behavioral Medicine, the Clermont Counseling Center and the Mental Health Association of SW Ohio to help fight the stigma of mental illness and to recognize those individuals in our community who have made meaningful contributions to individuals challenged by mental illness.  The Partnership for Mental Health, Inc. grew from this original alliance and spans the southwest Ohio and northern KY region.  

An independent committee of mental health leaders selects honorees from nominations received in the following categories: 


Hope in Recovery Award: Any individual whose determination has helped him or her overcome mental illness and resume a fulfilling life is eligible.  The Hope in Recovery honoree serves as an inspiration to individuals in recovery and health care professionals alike, offering hope that mental illness is treatable and obstacles to recovery can be overcome.

Patty Duke Advocacy Award: Advocacy means taking direct action to make positive changes in the systems, services, or conditions that have a negative impact. Advocacy happens when an individual or a group takes a stand and speaks up to make a difference in the world.   Any individual whose noteworthy public efforts have helped promote the understanding of mental illness, reduce the shame and guilt associated with the illness, reduce barriers to treatment, and build public support around the idea of recovery is eligible. 

Making a Difference Peer Support Award Peer support is helping others by sharing your knowledge and experiences, by providing a shoulder to cry on, and by being a good friend and listener. Being there for one another is what peer support is all about.  Anyone who fosters supportive, caring environment for those suffering from mental illness and serves as a resource for individuals working for recovery is eligible.
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Categories for Nomination (Please check one)

____Hope in Recovery Award: This individual has shown determination which helped him or her overcome mental illness and resume a fulfilling life.  They serve as an inspiration for recovery.

____Patty Duke Advocacy Award:  This individual has worked to promote the understanding of mental illness and has been an advocate for mental illness in the community. 

____Making a Difference Peer Support Award:  This person fosters supportive, caring environment for those suffering from mental illness and serves as a resource for individuals working for recovery

Nominating Person__________________________________________________________________
Organization if any)__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Telephone_________________________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________________________
Nominee __________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Telephone_________________________________________________________________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________________________
For full consideration, please be sure that you include the following information in your nomination packet:

□ Completed nomination form

□ Statement from nominator  (not more than one page single spaced)
Submitting Nominations
Fax nominations to:    513-732-8626 (Attention:  Ann Hoffman-Ruffner)

Mail Nominations to:

Mercy Hospital Clermont, Department of Behavioral Medicine


Ann Hoffman-Ruffner


3000 Hospital Drive


Batavia, OH  45103

For more information about the Hope & Heroes Awards, contact Ann Hoffman-Ruffner at 513-732-8558

For privacy reasons, the committee requires that individuals nominated for any of the HOPE awards have full knowledge of the nomination and given their consent.  

____________________________________ 

Signature of Consumer Being Nominated





Please write why you are nominating this individual. Your submission must address the nominee’s accomplishments as they relate to mental illness.  Make certain your nomination addresses the criteria outlined in the award category descriptions.  You are encouraged to provide specific examples of the nominee’s accomplishments.  You may type and attach up to one single spaced page and submit with your application. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Person Making Nomination
The Hope Awards:


For Persons in Recovery from Mental Illness


(one winner in each category):
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